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CeLeprate LOVE

WITH HOPE MINISTRIES

Remember your sixth grade Valentine party? How you waited anxiously for the moment

when you could pop off the lid of your decorated shoebox to see the Valentine cards youd
received? Those cards were a testament to friendship—and to your status on the popularity poll.

The men, women and children at Hope Ministries seldom wait for Valentine cards because they don’t expect to get any. While every-
one around them receives treats, notes and cards filled with words of love, the homeless simply wait for the day and its loneliness to end.

But not this Valentine’s Day! This year, Hope Ministries will extend Christ’s love to our homeless guests and residents

with decorations, special meals, and notes of love and encouragement provided by you!

Please take a few minutes to write a message of encouragement
and love on the Valentine card enclosed with this newsletter, then
return it in the envelope provided. We'll make sure it gets to a lonely
man, woman or child here at Hope Ministries on Valentine’s Day.

And by the way ... the staff at Hope Ministries would like to
take this opportunity to say to you—our donors and friends—uwe
appreciate and love you! Thanks for sharing your love with Hope
Ministries and the folks we serve.

Hoee oo Sqve the Date!

Mark your calendar now to attend our sixth
annual Hearts for Hope Women’s Tea, Saturday,
May 9—a benefit for Hope Family Center. This
elegant event for women only is free! Attendees
will have an opportunity to make a gift or pledge
during the Tea to support Hope Family Center. Here’s what you
need to know:

Sheraton Hotel, West Des Moines

FREE Luncheon and Program  Living a Life of Hope * 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Optional Workshop © Taking Care of Me: The Habits of Happiness ® 2-4 p.m.
Speaker and Teacher ® Mary Kay Mueller

Keynote speaker and trainer Mary Kay Mueller is
an author, performer and winner of the Heartland Hero
* vard. Once a victim of abuse, Mueller spent time in a

mestic violence shelter, but out of her despair learned
-changing insights she now shares with thousands
and the world.

Mueller brings her strong faith and wisdom to
every presentation! Her first book, Zaking Care of
Me: The Habits of Happiness, discusses challenges that
made her “not bitter, but better.” In addition to her
presentation at Hearts for Hope, Mueller will perform
selections from her award winning music CD.

Plan now to attend this free event and bring a friend whod like to know more about
Hope Ministries. To host a table or attend this free event, visit www.hopeiowa.org or

call Melissa Tagg, event coordinator, at (515) 265-7272, ext. 104.

Past attendees, take note! Watch your mail for a personal invitation.

Service and Mission
Team Sign Ups

If you've never joined Hope
Ministries for a Service and Mission
(SAM) Team experience, now’s the
time! Each Saturday, SAM Teams
like this one from Bergen Lutheran
Church (above) volunteer through-
out the morning at Hope Ministries,
then have lunch with the community
poor and homeless at our Hope Café.
During the afternoon, the teams visit
homeless tent camps passing out food
and praying with tent dwellers.

Over 120 churches participated in
SAM Teams in 2008.

If you are interested in signing up
for a SAM Team, call (515) 265-7272 as
soon as possible. Weekends in 2009 are
filling up fast, so don’t wait!
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A Case for Compassion

Christ’s commission to His church tops this
page in every issue of Stories of Hope. Now, after
months of work, we've completed A Case for
Compassion, a study guide for small groups to help
your church body “go and make disciples” among
the homeless and hurting.

Visit www.hopeiowa.org and click “A Case
for Compassion” on our church resource page.
The three-part study includes:

Part One: What God’s Word Says

about Homelessness
Part Two: An Encounter with the Homeless
Part Three: Putting Compassion into Action

Also included is a facilitator’s guide with
supplemental study materials, exercises and
activities that can be adapted for teens, young
adults and mature adults.

Download A Case for Compassion from our
Web site or call (515) 265-7272 to request a
packet. The study may change your life—and the
life of your church!

Hope for the
» N Homeless DVD

Our new Hope for the
Homeless DVD is another
great way to educate your
church, business, school or
group about Hope Ministries and the homeless

WE Sserve. Request your fI'CC copy at

www.hopeiowa.org or (515) 265-7272.

Souper Bowl Sunday 2009!

The Super Bowl will draw millions of
football fans February 1, but the real story is
Souper Bowl Sunday—an event any church

can compete in!

Souper Bowl Sunday is a souper-simple
donation drive for canned soup for Hope
Ministries” pantries at Bethel Mission, Door
of Faith and Hope Family Center.

Just call Hope Ministries to request one
of our colorful soup barrels (while our limited
supply lasts), then coordinate with your

V.L.P. volunteer Don Albertson
stocking canned goods.

congregation to collect cream of mushroom
and cream of tomato soups on Souper Bowl
Sunday! Or, they can donate cash we'll use to purchase food. To learn more
or to request a barrel for your church, e-mail info@hopeiowa.org or call

(515) 265-7272.
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Hope Ministries sends a big “thank you” to everyone who participated
in Scan Away Hunger 2008! So many individuals, families, businesses and
churches stepped up to “Fill a Plate with Hope” this Christmas season.
Together we will continue to provide meals and support for hundreds of
homeless and hungry men, women and children.

Our thanks to Hy-Vee, KCCI TV 8, Pepsi, Crystal Clear, Smart
Chicken, Cookies BBQ, DiLusso, Rug Doctor and Campbell’s for
sponsoring this holiday outreach and to the dozens of churches who hosted
“Fill a Plate with Hope Sunday” in December. Visit www.hopeiowa.org in
mid-January to see how much you helped raise through Scan Away Hunger!
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More than 260 volunteers joined Hope Ministries at our Hope Café on Thanksgiving
and Christmas Day to serve more than 4,100 traditional holiday meals to men, women and
children who are homeless or from the low-income community.

When Hope Ministries put out the call for food, gifts and other holiday fare, our faithful
and consistent donors came through! With your generosity, we distributed 1,700 special
presents, HOPE Boxes and warm quilts—plus lots and lots of winter wear—during our
holiday celebration. Our deepest thanks to everyone who donated and participated! We
appreciate everything you do to help “the least of these.”

They've passed away, but they're
/4 still helping the homeless.

= We are blessed that a growing number of our longtime
BT QUM  Gichful donors are remembering Hope Ministries in their last
Will and testament.

“When we learn donors have passed away, but have made
provisions to continue supporting Hope Ministries beyond their
lifetime, we give thanks for their foresight and generous spirit,” says David Burrier, chief

HOPE
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development officer.
We thank God for the following donors who have passed away but chose to leave a
legacy of HOPE for the homeless and hungry here in Iowa:
Viola and Bob Erickson
Carol Sorenson
Judith Naber
If you feel called to remember the “least of these” in your Will, the following
statement may be helpful to your attorney: 7 [name], of [city, state, zip], give, devise and

bequeath to Hope Ministries, Des Moines, lowa, percent of my estate for its unrestricted
use and purpose.”

To learn more about how to include Hope Ministries in your estate plan, please
call David Burrier at (515) 265-7272 or e-mail dburrier@hopeiowa.org. Thanks for
remembering Hope Ministries in your Will.

We've ramped up our Web site
to include lots of new information,
testimonies, opportunities for service, even
videos! Grab a cup of coffee, then log on
to www.hopeiowa.org to learn more about
ways you can partner with us to reach out to
the homeless, hungry, lost and hurting.

Need encouragement—or want to give
some? Click “Inspiration Stories.” You'll
find testimonies, photos and even a chance
to send a message of encouragement to our
staff, homeless guests, donors and volunteers,
and read messages others have already sent.

Know someone who needs our help?
Read up on our outreach programs under
€ e s s

Facilities, Programs and Services.

Want info about the Hearts for Hope
Women’s Tea or other upcoming activities?
What about opportunities for service? Click
“Events” or “How You Can Help.”

Visit us today at www.hopeiowa.org
and discover a world of service opportunities.






