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Nicole faced the tragedy 
of domestic abuse. On 
Page 3, read how your 
gifts are helping Nicole 
and her children find hope 
and healing.
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SHARE YOUR SUNSHINE…and Brighten Lives!
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Love



Dear Friend,

Families evicted from their homes… parents struggling to feed their children… women 
escaping violent situations… individuals longing for fresh starts. 

The needs of people we care for are critical, regardless of the season. Yet during the 
summer months, donations to Hope Ministries typically drop off, so we must make an extra 
effort to let friends and supporters like you know the importance of your continued generosity.      

I encourage you to prayerfully consider the many opportunities included in this newsletter 
to partner with us today and in the weeks ahead. From our 97-Day Summer Campaign (Page 
4) to our long-term life recovery program that empowers struggling mothers like Nicole 
to build a bright and stable future for her children (Page 3), you’ll read how your ongoing 
financial donations, as well as your gifts of time and prayer, ease burdens and restore hope for 
individuals and families who need a hand up.

On behalf of all who will be blessed by your compassion, thank you for your dedication to 
our ministry.

Your partner in ministry,

Leon Negen
President/CEO
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Like us on Facebook.

Bethel Mission

Door of Faith

Hope Center for 
Women and Children

Hope Café

ENCORE Thrift Stores

P.O. Box 862 
Des Moines, IA 50304-0862

info@hopeiowa.org
hopeiowa.org 
Donate online.

Our Ministry Centers

MEMBER

HopeIowa channel
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ONE COOL 
Thing

Men in our life recovery program at our Door of 
Faith spend 20 to 25 hours each week in job readiness 
training, which includes Service & Skills assignments that prepare them to become productive, 
dependable and excellent employees in the work environment.

Service & Skills tasks include working in the kitchen at our Hope Café or Door of Faith, at 
our ENCORE Thrift Stores, at the front desk of our Bethel Mission or Door of Faith, or providing 
janitorial assistance. Through these roles, the men learn and practice the virtues of punctuality, 
professionalism, responsibility, teamwork, conflict resolution, leadership, reliability, creativity and 
self-initiative.

Volunteer Alongside Service & Skills Participants
Volunteers at our ENCORE Thrift Stores have the unique opportunity to work alongside the 

men in our Service & Skills Program. Responsibilities include helping at the “donation door” by 
greeting members of the community who are making material gifts and graciously accepting 
their items; sorting, pricing and tagging donations; helping in the warehouse; and organizing 
and placing donations on the store shelves. Individuals who wish to take part in this rewarding 
volunteer role must complete our Hope 101 orientation and may register at hopeiowa.org to 
attend on Saturday, August 18.



Nicole endured the pain of domestic violence for more than four years. When 
she was seriously injured by the man she thought she loved, she knew she 
had to leave him. Her life – and her children’s future – depended on it. 

With nowhere else to go, she turned to Hope Ministries.
While Nicole’s experience was truly heartbreaking, it brought a blessed end to the 

pattern of abuse, addiction and homelessness that had taken control of her life and 
filled her soul with shame and regret.

“I grew up in a Christian home,” she explains. “I had a great job. I had a house. The 
kids went to Bible study. We had that foundation, but I strayed from it.” Now in our 
care with three of her children, she is embracing opportunities to place her life in the 
control of a loving Father and to regain her independence and self-esteem.

“Before, I could never fully understand the Bible,” she says. “Now that’s what I go to daily, for everything. It’s 
amazing how He works!”

Nicole is also overwhelmed by the healthy and positive relationships she is forming with our staff and other residents of our long-
term life recovery program. “They are friends who hold you accountable, and that’s a different kind of love – a way deeper love – than 
the superficial love I’ve experienced,” she shares.

She’s grateful, too, that her three younger children are learning 
to love and trust God, and her older son – who had followed her 
misguided footsteps – is now completing a treatment program and 
will soon join her at Hope Ministries. Her heartfelt desire is to be a 
godly mother and role model for all of them.

Nicole looks forward to returning to her work in hospice care and 
to providing a faith-filled home for her family. As she feels her hope 
and self-confidence being restored, she shares these words with 
friends like you who make our outreach possible. “Hope Ministries 
has been the best thing in my life in the past few years and 
a huge blessing for us.”

Your gifts and prayers allow Hope Ministries to be a place 
where homeless and hurting individuals and families begin 

their lives anew, every season of the year. 
God bless you for your gift today and your ongoing support.

RESTORED BY
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Faith



Sunny summer days are here… but many families and individuals still long for 
a light of hope to overcome dark times. Our 97-Day Summer Campaign to care for 
those who are homeless, hungry or battling substance abuse is under way now. 

Memorial Day through Labor Day, your gift will help provide more than 40,000 meals 
and around 15,000 nights of safe shelter, along with faith-based counseling and 
practical resources that empower individuals to overcome their challenges and regain their 
independence. Our expenses for June, July and August are expected to run as high as 
$650,000 and we need your help to meet that goal!

Men, women and children throughout Central Iowa need our assistance and we need yours. 
Please share your sunshine by giving today!

By David L. Burrier, Director of Estate and Legacy Planning

I didn’t want to seem pushy or have her feel pressured or 
uncomfortable, but I knew that 70 percent of donors who’ve included 
their favorite charities in their will or trust have said they did so 
because they were asked.

So I said to Alice, a long-time faithful Hope Ministries partner, 
“We would be blessed if someday we found out that you had made plans 
to remember our ministry with a charitable legacy gift in your will to 
perpetuate your current giving beyond your lifetime.”

 Her response surprised me when she momentarily bowed her 
head and then lifted her tear-filled eyes and said, “Thank you for 
asking. My late husband and I always dreamed of doing something 
meaningful like this and now you have made it possible.” 

And all I did was ask.

So because I asked her, Alice contacted a professional advisor and 
made arrangements to leave a portion of her estate to our ministry. 
She later told me it gave her great joy in planning ahead that way.

If you feel led to follow Alice’s example, we suggest you use the 
following language in your will or trust:

I, [state your full name], of [city, state, zip], give, devise and 
bequeath [amount or percent of your estate or description 
of property] to Hope Ministries, an Iowa not-for-profit 
corporation, tax ID #42-1512992.  

If I can assist you in exploring estate and legacy planning 
options,  please contact me at (515) 265-7272, ext. 1003, or 
dburrier@hopeiowa.org.

SHARE YOUR SUNSHINE…and Brighten Lives!

“Thanks for Asking!”
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You Did It!
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Can You Help 
With Our 

Summer Six?
Our “summer six” lists the top items we need 

all summer long to help our homeless guests –
as many as 200 each night – stay clean and 
comfortable. If you or your workplace, church or 
civic group would like to coordinate a donation 
drive, please contact Terri at (515) 265-7272. On 
behalf of our summer guests, thank you!

TOOTHPASTE

TOILET PAPER

PAPER TOWELS

HIGH-EFFICIENCY 
LAUNDRY SOAP

MEN,S DEODORANT

MEN,S RAZORS
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