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The death of Keith’s wife
left him lost and broken. 
On page 3, learn how your gifts 
and prayers are helping him heal 
and find new purpose for his life.
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Dear Friend,
While many throughout Central Iowa are enjoying summer rest and relaxation, those who 

are homeless have no escape from their physical discomfort, mental anguish and spiritual 
despair… without our help and yours.

So here’s the challenge: As temperatures soar and needs increase, our donations 
typically decline. Yet our financial need for June, July and August combined is about $700,000! 

I’m so grateful for your partnership – and during this critical time, I pray you will 
continue to stand alongside us. Your generous gift will provide nutritious food, cool shelter, 
addiction recovery and faith-based guidance to people who feel hopeless. 

Your support will help men like Keith, whose moving testimony appears on page 3, 
discover freedom in Christ. It’ll help women like Christina, a current resident at our Hope 
Center for Women and Children, find safety and security for not only herself, but her son 
Ryland, too.

God bless you for remembering those who are hurting this summer. Your compassion lets 
them know they’re not alone.

Your partner in ministry,

Leon Negen
President/CEO
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Like us on Facebook.

P.O. Box 862 
Des Moines, IA 50304-0862

info@hopeiowa.org
hopeiowa.org 
Donate online.

Our Ministry Centers

HopeIowa channel
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ONE COOL 
ThingBethel Mission

Door of Faith

Hope Center for 
Women and Children

Hope Café

ENCORE Thrift Stores

President/CEO Leon Negen and 
all those in Hope Ministries’ care 
this summer are grateful for your 
continued financial support.

Due to the popularity of this volunteer 
activity, we're now offering 

Make a Bed – Keep 'Em Fed on the first and 
third Wednesdays of every month. If you or 

your group would like to take part, 
please contact us at (515) 265-7272 

or info@hopeiowa.org.

Make a Bed – Keep ’Em Fed is a 
meaningful volunteer activity for 
families and church groups and 
is especially popular with youth 
groups. The volunteers bring new 
twin sheet sets and pillowcases for 
the number of beds they would like 
to “adopt” in our men's recovery 
center. As they replace the old 
sheets with new ones, we share 
how the activity is an analogy 
for the men in our life recovery 
program who are transforming 
from their old way of life to a new 
beginning. The volunteers also 
bring encouragement cards and 
cans of food to donate. They are 
given a tour of the recovery center 
and hear a testimony from one or 
more of our guests. 
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hough Keith struggled with addiction for much of his life, when he met his wife, he believed his life had turned around for 
good. “When I met her, I finally understood the meaning of the word love,” he remembers. But her tragic death just weeks into 

their marriage left him overcome with grief… and his addiction once again spiraled out of control.

Keith spent the next three years in and out of treatment. Once successful in the restaurant business, he now struggled to hold a 
job. Finally, he learned about Hope Ministries from a man who’d completed our life recovery program.

Keith says our Christ-centered focus drew him to our doors. “There’s always been a tug at my heart,” he shares. “I knew I 
needed God.”  

Today, Keith is growing spiritually and healing emotionally, while doing the hard work required to battle his addiction and make 
healthy decisions. He is learning to cope with his grief and move forward with hope for the future.

Keith says he feels blessed by our staff and fellow residents who have given him a sense of community. “I feel loved,” he says.

One thing he’s especially enjoying is his work skills training in our kitchen. He’s getting to use his past restaurant experience 
while learning about the joy of Christian service – something he plans to carry with him into the future. “My dream job would be to 
cook at a place like Hope Ministries where I can minister through my gifts.”

And he’s grateful to compassionate people like you who share so generously to help struggling individuals like him. “You don’t 
need to fly halfway around the world to save somebody’s life. You can do it right in your own backyard.” 

A New 
Sense of 
Purpose 

and Service

“We lift each other up and carry each other along.”

Thank you for caring for people like Keith with your gifts and prayers.
Your continued support throughout the summer months will be deeply appreciated.
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“Who knew it could be this easy?”
Planning your will is about more than money. It involves the message you send to 

the next generation. With proper planning, you can take care of your loved ones and 
ensure your continued support of organizations like Hope Ministries.

But we know planned giving can seem complicated. That’s why one of my roles as 
Hope Ministries’ Major Gifts & Planned Giving Director is to meet with donors like you 
who know the need for your support will continue even after you die – and to walk with 

you through your estate planning journey.

The most common ways to give beyond your lifetime are to leave a gift in your 
will or through a beneficiary designation in your life insurance or retirement plan. 
Recently, Jaylene and Marvin sat down with us to look at their estate plan. Here’s 
what they had to say:

“The free service Hope Ministries provides to help donors with estate planning really 
simplified things for us. We had already decided that we wanted our estate plan to reflect the 
love God has given us by continuing to help others beyond our lifetime. As Hope Ministries 
volunteers, we’ve witnessed the good they do for homeless and hungry people every day. 
We’ve seen firsthand their consistent love and compassion.”

In Central Iowa, there are people 
wondering where they’ll sleep tonight… 
when they’ll eat their next meal… how they’ll 
turn their lives around. Throughout the 92 
days of summer, your heartfelt giving will 
provide safe beds, nutritious meals and life-
changing guidance for these individuals and families who are homeless and struggling. 

This time of year, when gifts typically drop off, they need your help more than ever.  

Please give today to help people struggling in Central Iowa. Your generosity will ease their burdens and 
restore their lives!

I would love to chat with you. Feel free to contact me at shaefner@hopeiowa.org or 
(515) 265-7272. You might just walk away saying, “Who knew it could be this easy?”
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Our new fiscal year 
began July 1. Your 

generosity today 
will help build a 
strong financial 

foundation for the 
months ahead!

PLEASE HELP WITH OUR

These are the top items we need all summer long to help our 
homeless guests – as many as 200 each night – stay clean and 
comfortable. If you, your workplace, church or civic group would like to 
hold a donation drive, please contact Terri Simmons at (515) 265-7272. 
Those in our care this summer thank you!

1. Toothpaste

2. Toilet paper

3. Paper towels

4. Laundry detergent

5. Men’s razors

6. Men’s deodorant4

 by Susan Haefner, Major Gifts & Planned Giving Director


