
 

You Did It!
 JANUARY – JUNE  2017 Nights of shelter  28,716 Meals served  81,4204

Memorial Meals Honor Your Loved Ones
By David L. Burrier, Director of Estate and Legacy Planning

Harriett Summa was a long-time faithful mission partner who had a heart for 
those who are homeless and hungry. Her legacy of support was continued beyond 
her lifetime by friends and members of her family through their memorial gifts in her 
honor.

To show our appreciation, we scheduled a Memorial Meal at our Hope Café and 
invited her family to attend and experience firsthand the ork their mother supported 
for so many years. Our shelter guests expressed their sincere thanks to the Summa 
family who helped serve the meal and also participated in the ministry of fellowship.

We invite you to consider naming Hope Ministries to receive memorial 
gifts that provide significa t annual support for our year-round outreach to 
homeless and hungry members in central Iowa. The following suggested 
text can be used in your public notific tions:

Your memorial gifts to honor the memory of 
[Name of loved one] will be used to provide food and shelter for 

those who are homeless and hungry in central Iowa.  
We encourage you to direct your contributions to:

Hope Ministries, P.O. Box 862, Des Moines, Iowa 50304.

For more information on Memorial Meals as well as how to include 
Hope Ministries in your estate plan, please contact me at (515) 265-7272, 
ext. 1002, or dburrier@hopeiowa.org.

Directing Your Bequests
The following language is recommended when 
including Hope Ministries in your Will:
I, [Name], of [City, State Zip], give, devise and 
bequeath the rest, residue and remainder of my 
estate, both real and personal, to Hope Ministries, 
tax ID# 42-1512992, [and/or amount or percentage 
of the estate or description of property] for its 
unrestricted use and purpose.

David Burrier and Julie Summa, daughter of 
Harriett Summa, are pictured here at a Memorial 
Meal celebrating Harriet’s life and love for 
helping others through Hope Ministries.

During your company’s annual United 
Way campaign, you can direct your 
contributions to Hope Ministries by simply 
writing “Hope Ministries” as your designated 
charity. While our ministry is not a United 
Way member, United Way will honor your 
designation. Your contribution will be used 
to provide food, shelter, Christian guidance 
and long-term life recovery programs for 
homeless and struggling men, women and 
children. Thank you for writing us in!

Write
Us In!Here’s how your generosity 

and compassion will touch 
lives this holiday season:

Shelter 
200+ people 
each night 
 

Serve 
465+ meals 
each day
 

Encourage 
100+ through 
our street 
outreach

 

Your Gifts Bring JOY!

Those we assist may never meet you, but their hearts are filled with j y and 
thanksgiving for the care and opportunities you provide every day!

Last holiday 
season, your 

generosity enabled us 
to serve more meals 

than ever before, and 
we expect to do the 

same this year!

S E R V I N G  H O M E L E S S  I O W A N S  S I N C E  1 9 1 5

HOPE
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Stories of

S E R V I N G  H O M E L E S S  I O W A N S  S I N C E  1 9 1 5

h o p e i ow a . o rg

 I’m back 
to doing 
what 
God 
wants 

me to do!

“

”After turning his back on the Lord and 
struggling through life, Michael found a 
harvest of joy at Hope Ministries.

On Page 3, read how your 
gifts and prayers gave 
Michael a new beginning!



“

Your ongoing support brings a harvest of joy to people like Michael during the holiday season and 
all through the year. We’re so grateful for your gift today and your continued partnership.

This holiday season, we’ll provide gifts to more than 200 men, women and 
children in our care. We’ll also serve and deliver 2,500 meals on Thanksgiving –
and again on Christmas – to hungry people throughout Des Moines. 

MISSION: CHRISTMAS – “Adopt” a man, woman or child and fill a bag wit  
hygiene items, devotional books, toys and other gifts from a list we provide. 

DONATE FOOD FOR HOLIDAY MEALS – 
We will be blessed by your donations of food for our 
holiday meals. Visit the holiday page on our website for a 
list of needed items. 

LEND A HAND – Help prepare and serve our holiday 
meals on-site, package meals for delivery and distribute 
meals throughout central Iowa.

• • Please Help at the Holidays • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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”Michael blamed God for the misfortunes in his life. 

The abuse he suffe ed at the hands of his stepfather. The trouble that sent him to 
a “boys’ prison” until the age of 16. His broken marriages and the estrangement of his 
children. And finally his addi tion to the prescription he was taking for back pain.

Although he wanted to stop using the medication, it allowed him to 
function at work. So he attempted to cut back gradually – with no professional 
guidance or doctor’s care – which left him severely depressed. “Then came the 
straw that broke the camel’s back,” he says.

He and the friend he was living with parted ways, and Michael had nowhere 
to go. “I became homeless,” he explains, “flo ting around to people’s houses and 
sleeping in my car.” He endured that traumatic lifestyle for more than a year. 
Then, despondent and hopeless, he considered taking his own life. But by the 
grace of God, he decided instead to seek help at a hospital where they eased his 
depression and referred him to Hope Ministries.  

Now in our long-term life recovery program, Michael is regaining his 
independence through our Christ-centered guidance, life-skills and work-
readiness training. Most importantly, he has restored his relationship with 
the Lord. “The more I look back, He never actually lifted His hand from me,” he 
shares, as the joy of God’s love fills his hea t. “I believe He was guiding me to 
Hope Ministries for a purpose.” Michael feels God calling him to help others who 
are struggling with life as he once was.

Today, thanks to your gifts and prayers, Michael shares these words of encouragement with others beginning life recovery in 
our care: “You may have lost everything in the past, but that doesn’t mean you can’t start a whole new life and this time take 
the things you learned and do things right.”

I Just Walked Away 
 From God

Contact us at (515) 265-7272 
or info@hopeiowa.org for 

registration dates and details 
about these and other ways to 

show your compassion.

 

Dear Friend,

What does a “harvest” look like at Hope Ministries? It is the gratitude in the eyes of a mother 
who has been reunited with her children. It’s the confide t demeanor of a once-homeless man 
who’s now working a steady job. It’s the triumphant smile of an individual in recovery who is 
celebrating three months of sobriety.

In so many ways, “harvest” at Hope Ministries means rescuing those who are homeless, hungry, 
abused and addicted and restoring them to their families, their communities and to a joyous 
relationship with the Lord.

From faith-based counseling to life-skills courses to adult education and job training, your gifts 
and prayers empower men, women and families to overcome troubled circumstances and rebuild 
lives that are stable, meaningful and a blessing to those around them.

As we look forward to serving those who are hurting this upcoming holiday season, I pray 
you will continue to demonstrate your heart of compassion. Your ongoing partnership will bring 
a harvest of joy to adults and children who are longing for hope. God bless you for your gift today 
and throughout the months ahead.

Your partner in ministry,

Leon Negen
President/CEO

President/CEO Leon Negen is 
grateful for your compassion 
and the opportunity to offer 
hope to hurting individuals and 
families this harvest season.

NewLife Church in Pleasant Hill 
blessed Hope Ministries and those in 
our care in a very big way! The young 
people of the congregation – ages 
3 years through the fi th grade – 
assembled 109 “We Care Kits” filled wit  
hygiene items for the guests at our Bethel 
Mission men’s emergency shelter, and 

they created 
handmade cards 
with Bible verses 
and encouraging 
messages to 
include in them. 
They also donated 
90 extra hygiene 
items plus boxes 
and totes to carry 
and store all the items. These gifts help our guests feel comfortable and 

clean and are part of the loving welcome they receive when they come to Hope Ministries.

Like us on Facebook.

Bethel Mission

Door of Faith

Hope Center for 
Women and Children

Hope Café

ENCORE Thrift Stores

P.O. Box 862 
Des Moines, IA 50304-0862

info@hopeiowa.org
hopeiowa.org 
Donate online.

Our Ministry Centers

MEMBER

HopeIowa channel

 “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
his love endures forever.”       
  —Psalm 118:29 (NIV)

2

ONE COOL 
Thing

If you or your group 
would like to hold 
a drive for our “We 
Care Kits” or other 
holiday needs, call 
(515) 265-7272 or 

visit hopeiowa.org 
for all the details.
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