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Over the past 40 years, I have had the pleasure of assisting many people in my work 
as an estate and legacy planner. What strikes me over and over are the questions and 
comments I continue to receive. Questions like…

• “Can a person really do that?” 

• “Why haven’t I ever heard of this?” 

• “Can I really eliminate estate taxes?” 

• “You mean I can actually make a gift, receive a tax deduction, escape capital gains tax 
and receive a lifetime income all in one plan?”

• “And my family would receive more if I do this?” 

• “Why doesn’t everybody do this?”

 Thankfully many more of our ministry donors are taking advantage of the free estate 
and legacy planning services we are offering, and many are discovering they really don’t 
know what they don’t know. 
As a donor to Hope Ministries, 
this is a unique opportunity. We 
encourage you to find out how 
you might benefit from a one-on-
one, confidential, no-obligation 
consultation.

For questions or to schedule 
an appointment, please contact 
me at (515) 265-7272, ext. 1003, 
or dburrier@hopeiowa.org.
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1 + YOU = TWO
$78,000 Matching Challenge!

You Don’t Know 
 What You Don’t Know

By David L. Burrier, Director of Estate and Legacy Planning

The following language is 
recommended when including 

Hope Ministries in your Will:
I, [Name], of [City, State, Zip], give, devise and 
bequeath the rest, residue and remainder of my 
estate, both real and personal, to Hope Ministries, 
tax ID# 42-1512992, [and/or amount or percentage 
of the estate or description of property] for its 
unrestricted use and purpose.

You Did It!
 JANUARY – FEBRUARY  2017 Nights of shelter  9,808 Meals served  27,087 

 SINCE JULY 2000 Nights of shelter  796,781 Meals served  2,237,358       4

Fellowship
A Church Family

      
Christian Foundation

h o p e i ow a . o rg

“The biggest thing 
I was missing was 
fellowship with 
people. I was a very 
isolated person.”   
 – Tim

Tim had always been a loner. His addiction to alcohol contributed to his 
isolation by eroding his family’s trust and destroying his relationship with those 
he loved most. Eventually he became homeless, camping by the river. When the 
authorities found him asleep at a senior citizen center where he’d gone to warm 
up, they told him about Hope Ministries. 

Tim graduated from our long-term life recovery program at our Door of 
Faith in 2012. Sadly, his sobriety was short-lived. “I walked away from God,” 
he says. “And when I do that, things go terribly, terribly wrong.” Last year, 
finally ready to rebuild his life and restore his relationship with the Lord, he 
returned to our care.

“This time I didn’t hurry through the classes 
like before,” he says. “I really listened to my case 
manager. He told me what I was missing the 
first time around was really opening up to 
other people.”  

Tim took those words to heart. He recently 
completed our program again, this time 
transitioning to our Aftercare Ministry and 
joining our Fraternity of Hope alumni program to 
stay connected with his brothers in Christ. He is 
also embracing his church family.

“I’m in a Bible study every week and that’s been a blessing,” he shares. “I also 
hand out the bulletins and I get to meet more people. That used to be hard for 
me to do, but it has made a huge difference in my life.”

Tim is grateful for your gifts and prayers and believes it is important to support 
our ministry’s work because of the hope that is renewed – in so many ways – 
inside our doors. “Hope Ministries has made me a better person,” he says.

Your gift today and continued generosity are so deeply appreciated.

HOPE is . . .
Friends.

A generous group of supporters has contributed $78,000 to Hope Ministries and 
challenged other ministry friends to match it by May 31. That means your gift today – and any 
others you make by the end of the month – will bring two times the hope to men, women 
and children in our care. For example, a gift of $25 will be matched from the challenge so 
Hope Ministries receives $50 to provide twice as much food and shelter for people who are 
homeless. A gift of $100 will be doubled to $200 to provide Christ-centered programs for even 
more individuals seeking transformation and change.

Don’t miss this important opportunity to double the impact of your generosity. Give as 
often as you can by May 31 and help us meet the $78,000 Challenge!

Thank you 
for 

sharing hope!
Thank you to everyone who 

supported An Evening for Hope 
on March 30. We are grateful to 
the 400 table hosts, attendees, 
volunteers and other contributors 
who helped make this such a 
wonderful event. Your partnership 
is Giving Hope and Changing Lives 
of men, women and children in 
central Iowa! 

We’d also like to say a 
special thank you to our 

corporate sponsors:
Community State Bank

Casey’s General Stores

QuikTrip

Interstate Batteries

Iowa Farm Bureau Foundation

Check out hopeiowa.org to 
see photos and more from this 
great night.
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Dear Friend,

If I were to ask each person Hope Ministries cares for on a daily basis to describe what 
“hope” is, their answers would be quite different. For a homeless man who has come in off 
the streets, hope is as simple as the hot meal that fills his empty stomach and allows him 
to survive another day. For a woman fleeing domestic violence with her little ones, hope is 
safe shelter and the assurance that she’s not alone. For an individual like Tim, whose story 
appears on the cover, hope is people who help him uphold his walk with the Lord. 

For all those who seek our assistance – as well as for our staff and volunteers – hope is 
also the heartfelt support you demonstrate through your gifts. 

Your generosity makes our ministry a place where hope is real and accessible. This 
newsletter describes how your giving makes hope happen here, inside our doors, 365 days 
a year. God bless you for your continued compassion.

Your partner in ministry,

Leon Negen
President/CEO

President/CEO Leon Negen is grateful 
for the opportunity to offer hope to 
hundreds of hurting men, women 
and children each year, through your 
compassion and partnership.

Thirty-six awesome students and adults 
from West Des Moines United Methodist 
and Valley United Methodist youth groups 
participated in our Make A Bed – Keep 
‘Em Fed event in January. The group first 
toured our Door of Faith men’s recovery 
center. Then they stripped and replenished 
seven beds in our dormitory, embracing the 
symbolism of shedding the old and putting 
on the new, just as God does in the lives of 
the men in our care. They also were blessed 
to meet and talk with the guests who sleep 
in the beds they made, hearing three of their 
powerful testimonies and vowing to continue to pray for the men and our 
ministry. These compassionate partners also donated 20 large cans of fruit, 
12 pillows and 10 sets of sheets. It was such a blessing to have them in our 
presence, and we pray they were blessed by the experience as well!

If your group would like to take part in a Make A Bed – Keep ’Em Fed 
event, contact us at (515) 265-7272 or email info@hopeiowa.org.

Like us on Facebook.

Bethel Mission

Door of Faith

Hope Center for 
Women and Children

Hope Café

ENCORE Thrift Stores

P.O. Box 862 
Des Moines, IA 50304-0862

info@hopeiowa.org
hopeiowa.org 
Donate online.

Our Ministry Centers

MEMBER

HopeIowa channel

ONE COOL 
Thing

 “For there is hope for a tree, when it is 
cut down, that it will sprout again, and
its shoots will not fail.”       

 —Job 14:7 (NASB)

These youth group 
students and their 
sponsor from two local 
churches welcomed 
the opportunity to 
help their homeless 
neighbors in a very 
direct and personal way.

2

Chef. Foodie. Friend.

As the cook at our Hope Center for Women and Children, Christina Baldwin answers to a 
variety of “titles.” Perhaps it’s due to the unique perspective she brings to her role of guiding 
our residents in planning and preparing healthy meals.

“To me, food is more than making dinner,” she says. “It’s how we come together as a family.” 
While cooking with our program participants, Christina encourages them to let their guards 
down and talk about their day. “I’m not a case manager. I’m not their boss at work. I’m just 
Christina, and we’re in the kitchen and we’re going to have a good time!” she says.

For these women who are working toward independent living, Christina’s creativity and 
cost-consciousness provide examples of habits they’re encouraged to embrace. She first checks 

to see what foods have been donated, and from there, she determines her meal plans. “We had some chicken and spinach and 
sun-dried tomatoes, so I Googled those ingredients and came up with some awesome recipes,” she shares. Or, she explains, she’ll 
see how she can use what’s left over in the refrigerator. “Instead of spend, spend, spend, let’s create, create, create,” she says.

Christina’s unique perspective extends to her definition of hope as well.

“Hope is a fresh start, not only for these women, but for me too,” she 
says. “This is the first job I’ve ever had where I can say, ‘Hey, I’m a Christian!’ 
or ‘Do you want to pray?’ Here we can be who we want to be and who Christ 
intended for us to be.”

HOPE is . . . Nourishing meals and more

HOPE is . . .
Renewal through life 
and job skills

HOPE is . . .
Finding forgiveness

Daily chapel services, Bible study 
and church attendance help men and 
women grow in their relationship with 
the Lord and accept His forgiveness 
and love.

Continued counseling, classes, encouragement 
and friendship through our Aftercare Ministry empower 
our graduates to stay the course and find meaning 
and purpose for their lives. 3

Bill was homeless when he came to 
Hope Ministries… and suffering from a deep 
depression. “I had experienced a lot of loss in my 
life,” he says. His home. His business. Important 
people in his life. His hope.

As part of our long-term life recovery program, 
his service and skills (S&S) assignment was to work 
in the kitchen at our Door of Faith men’s recovery 

center. He washed dishes, prepped food and performed any other task that was 
asked of him. Most importantly, he served meals to other men in the program. 

Bill’s “wanting and willingness to work” soon returned, as did his self-confidence. 
His sense of responsibility he once found pride in was refreshed as well. When he 
leaves our care, he plans to 
work in a kitchen while he saves 
the money he needs to rebuild 
his business.

“Hope was nonexistent 
early on, when I first joined the 
program,” Bill says. “Now hope is 
in my heart, it’s in my soul, and 
I’m doing so much better.”

HOPE is . . . 
Ongoing fellowship & support
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