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You Did It!
 JANUARY – APRIL  2017 Nights of shelter  19,424 Meals served  54,345 4

One of our youngest guests at Hope 
Ministries, 10-year-old Jade stays with 
her mother, Lisa, at our Hope Center 
for Women and Children. The little girl 
is a bookworm – she especially loves 
reading the Bible! And proud to be a 
straight-A student, she knows if she 
ever struggles with her studies, we’re 
here to help.

Jade sleeps on the top bunk of 
the room she shares with her mom. 
When she’s not in the bed herself, it is 
filled with stuffed animals she enjoys 
rearranging and “talking with” about her 
hopes and dreams. 

Your compassion enables us to help 
children like Jade overcome obstacles 
often faced by boys and girls whose 
families struggle with homelessness,     
and to give them the foundation for a 
bright future. Read her mother’s story 
on Page 3, and learn how your gifts are 
giving them hope!

I am a Promise… 
  I am a Possibility 

h o p e i ow a . o rg

 Meet Jade:

 

What Happens If… ?
 By David L. Burrier, Director of Estate and Legacy Planning

During an estate and gift planning home visit with one of our long-
time faithful donors, I was asked the following questions: “What happens 
if Congress changes the laws regarding charitable tax deductions?” “How 
will this affect giving to organizations like Hope Ministries?” “Will people be 
inclined to give less?”

Obviously no one knows for sure, but recent research by the Stelter 
Company reveals 67 percent of donors give because it makes them 
“feel good to help others,” and only 12 percent give because it helps their 
financial situation at tax time. In other words, it’s more of a heart connection 
than an accounting one. 

In our case, many of our current and estate giving donors are motivated 
primarily by our shared Christian values and the biblical mandate found in 
Matthew 25:34-45.

For over 102 years, our ministry has been blessed with faithful, consistent 
and loyal donors who have sustained us with their generous giving during 
their life. And a growing number are also including Hope Ministries in their 
Will, trust or beneficiary designations to perpetuate their support beyond their 
lifetime. In other words, we believe God has been, and always will be, faithful 
in providing us with the resources to rescue those who are homeless, hungry, 
abused or addicted. We have and always will put our trust in Him. 

For information on how to remember Hope Ministries in your estate, 
please contact me at 515-265-7272, ext. 1002, or dburrier@hopeiowa.org.
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Directing Your Bequests
The following language is recommended when 
including Hope Ministries in your Will:
I, [Name], of [City, State Zip], give, devise and 
bequeath the rest, residue and remainder of my 
estate, both real and personal, to Hope Ministries, 
tax ID# 42-1512992, [and/or amount or percentage 
of the estate or description of property] for its 
unrestricted use and purpose.

SUMMER SIX
Our “summer six” lists the top items we 

need all summer long to help our homeless 
guests – as many as 200 each night – stay clean 
and comfortable. If you or your workplace, 
church or civic group would like to coordinate 
a donation drive, please contact Terri Simmons 
at (515) 265-7272. On behalf of our summer 
guests, thank you!

Toothpaste
Toilet paper
Paper towels

High-efficiency laundry soap
Men’s deodorant

Men’s razors

Friends like you provide the foundation of support for our ministry. Your 
dedication allows us to offer not only food for the body, but also nourishment 
for the mind and spirit that empowers homeless people to turn their lives 
around. Please continue to partner with us...

1. Through financial contributions including individual gifts, monthly 
support and estate planning.

2. By praying for staff, volunteers and the people we serve.

3. With in-kind donations of food, clothing and personal care supplies 
 that offset our budget.

4. By contributing your time and talents through volunteer opportunities.

5. By sharing our posts on social media.

To learn more about the many ways you can make a difference for Hope 
Ministries, visit our website at hopeiowa.org or contact us at info@hopeiowa.org.
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Dear Friend,

Every boy and girl in our care at Hope Ministries is God’s unique creation and holds so 
much promise and potential. Yet we know their futures are at risk because of the challenges 
brought on by homelessness, including educational delays, poor nutrition and lack of 
proper structure and guidance.

At our Hope Center for Women and Children, we welcome our littlest guests – often 
frightened by the unfamiliar surroundings – with understanding, compassion and a plan 
to help families identify the gifts God has given them and how to use their talents to build 
lives of joy and meaning. Just as important, we help their struggling moms overcome the 
obstacles in their own lives so they can provide stable futures for their sons and daughters.

Our programs for hurting children are an important aspect of our ministry, as they give 
us the opportunity to help families break the cycle of poverty and grow into contributing 
members of our community. We’re so blessed by your faithful prayers and gifts, which are 
helping to build bright futures one child at a time!

Your partner in ministry,

Leon Negen
President/CEO

President/CEO Leon Negen is grateful 
for the opportunity to help those who 
are homeless discover God’s love and 
His plan for their lives.

Nationwide associate Tracy Myers 
recently earned her company’s top 
volunteer honor, due to the exemplary 
service she provides to Hope Ministries. 
For more than five years, as an M25 
Volunteer, she has recruited and led 
teams of Nationwide employees who 
come to Hope Café on a regular basis 
to serve meals. Before holiday events, 
she often also assists in receiving and 
organizing thousands of food donations 
from the community.

Tracy’s love for those she serves is evident and the reason behind her 
well-deserved recognition. “I want everyone to feel loved, and serving at 
Hope Ministries allows me to not only serve them a warm meal but also to 
connect with them and let them know they are thought of and prayed for,” 
she says. To hear Tracy share more about her heart for volunteering, check 
out her video on our “HopeIowa” YouTube channel.

We thank Tracy for her service and join in her celebrations – Hope 
Ministries received a $5,000 grant as part of her award! Tracy is truly a 
blessing to Hope Ministries!

Like us on Facebook.

Bethel Mission

Door of Faith

Hope Center for 
Women and Children

Hope Café

ENCORE Thrift Stores

P.O. Box 862 
Des Moines, IA 50304-0862

info@hopeiowa.org
hopeiowa.org 
Donate online.

Our Ministry Centers

MEMBER

HopeIowa channel

ONE COOL 
Thing

 “Train up a child in the way he should 
go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.”       
 —Proverbs 22:6 (KJV)

“[Nationwide] is a 
company that not only 
cares for their associates, 
but they also care 
deeply for those in our 
community. This award 
allows me to have more 
opportunities to speak 
about Hope Ministries to 
my friends and coworkers, 
which I love doing!”   
             –Tracy Myers2 3

Our Hope Center becomes “home” for more than 50 boys and girls each year 
who come to us frightened and confused due to their situations. We feel blessed 
to nurture these little ones in a safe and Christ-filled environment, providing 
them opportunities to heal, grow and experience God’s love through these four 
components of our children’s program.

Spiritual development – Children explore God’s presence by learning to 
pray, participating in Bible lessons, attending church and learning from mentors.

Life recovery – Boys and girls take part in fun-filled and wholesome 
activities, where they learn they are loved and they’re encouraged to try 
new things.

Life skills – Daily chores teach responsibility and the ability to communicate 
with adults and provide opportunities to make good choices.  

Educational development – Students receive tutoring, learn basic 
computer skills and participate in reading enrichment courses to help them 
succeed in school. 

M25 Volunteer Chosen as 
Nationwide’s Volunteer of the Year!

How Homelessness 
Impacts Children

Education
•  Prevalence of learning disabilities, 

speech-development delays and math 
and reading struggles

•  Poor nutrition, which leads to difficulties 
paying attention in school

•  Transient lifestyle causing kids to fall 
behind in classes

Health
•  Lack of storage, financial resources 
 or nutrition education leads to 
 unhealthy diets

•  Parents may not seek adequate medical 
care for kids due to poverty or fear of 
abuse accusations 

Self-Worth
• Low self-esteem and behavioral issues

• May be removed from their families 
because of parents’ inability to care 

 for them 

Your gifts and prayers allow Hope Ministries to be a place where homeless and hurting 
mothers and children are assisted with their physical, spiritual and educational needs and presented with 

a way of life that is Christ-centered and biblically based. God bless you for your ongoing support.

“My daughter 

was scared 

and worried 

about me when 

I should have 

been worried 

about her.”  

 – Lisa

Poor choices including drug abuse plunged Lisa into homelessness. Losing 
custody of her young daughter, Jade, drove her even deeper into addiction. “I was 
living in a friend’s garage, bathing out of containers,” she says, recalling the lowest 
point of her life. Finally, desperate to get her little girl back, she came to Hope 
Ministries and joined our long-term life recovery program.

After Lisa demonstrated her determination to build 
a healthy and stable life and become the responsible 
mother her daughter deserved, she was awarded shared 
custody of Jade. Today, at our Hope Center for 
Women and Children, the two are strengthening 
the bond between them, building their relationship 
with the Lord and making plans for the future.

“I see the smile on her face, and the sparkle is back 
in her eyes,” Lisa says, describing Jade today. “She wants 
a home for me and her and says she prays for it every 
day.” Lisa is confident that, with God’s love and the 
guidance and direction your gifts are making possible, 
Jade’s prayer will be answered.

A Prayer Answered
A Family Restored . . .
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