
The Greatest 
Gift of All
Jennifer’s childhood was filled with abuse 
and the pain followed her into adulthood. 
But this Christmas, she and her daughter 
are celebrating the greatest gift of 
all . . . the gift of God’s love.
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We want to say a great big “thank you” to 
everyone who participated in our Feed Your 
Neighbor program earlier this fall. Thanks 
to a wonderful partnership with Hy-Vee 
and Golden Rule Plumbing, Heating & 
Cooling—as well as community members who gave 
at Hy-Vee and online—this program raised more 
than $30,000 enough to provide more than 16,200 
nutritious meals for hungry people! 

The need in our state is great. One in nine Iowans goes 
hungry every day. You can still help feed a hungry 
neighbor now! November and December are usually 
our highest months as far as meal numbers. Your 
continued giving—as well as prayers and donations 
of food—will help us greatly during this critical time 
of year. 

Hy-Vee store directors joined us earlier this 
fall to serve a meal at our Hope Café as part 
of our Feed Your Neighbor program.

Please check out our list of holiday 
food needs on Page 4.  Items may be 
delivered on Wednesday, November 27.

Or visit hopeiowa.org to give online 
and help us feed thousands of hungry 
people this holiday season. 

GET CONNECTED

ONE COOL
Thing

President/CEO Leon Negen was 
joined by his wife, Melanie, for 
a special celebration of his 25th 
anniversary at Hope Ministries. 

ACCREDITED
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Dear Friend,

I recently had the joy of celebrating my 25th anniversary at Hope Ministries. It amazes me 
to think back on all that has happened over the years and the ways this ministry has grown. 
From technology to new buildings to expanded services, Hope Ministries has experienced 
many changes along the way. 

But one thing that hasn’t changed is our dedication to serving hurting men, women and 
children. One of my greatest gifts in these past 25 years has been getting to see God’s life-
transforming love at work every day in the lives of the individuals and families we serve. 

Thanks to you, this Christmas will be an extra-special time at Hope Ministries as we serve 
thousands of meals and provide a safe, caring environment in our shelter and recovery 
centers. With every financial gift you give and with every prayer you pray, you are a part of 
spreading the greatest gift of all—the hope we have in Christ—to people who need to know 
they’re not alone.

It’s been my honor to partner with you for 25 years. I look forward to many more to come. 
Have a blessed Christmas season!

Your partner in ministry,

Leon Negen 
President/CEO

You’re invited! Our signature fundraising event, An Evening for Hope, will be Thursday 
evening, March 12, 2020, at the Sheraton West Des Moines Hotel. Reserve your seats today at 
www.hopeiowa.org/evening or call us at (515) 265-7272 for more details. 
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J    ennifer, 38, firmly believes that if she wasn’t at Hope 
Ministries this Christmas, she’d either be in jail . . . or 
dead.  “At the rate I was drinking, it could’ve killed 

me,” she says. “My whole life was chaotic.”

Jennifer took her first drink at the age of 16. “It was a way 
to numb everything,” she remembers. “My dad abused 
me daily—physically. I didn’t want to feel. I didn’t want 
to think about it. I didn’t want to deal with it.” 

Eventually her father “left for work one day and didn’t 
come back.” But the pain he’d inflicted stayed with her 
into adulthood. She went through stints of “couch-
surfing”—living with whatever friend or relative would 
take her in—and struggled to make ends meet. 

“Sometimes I’d run out of food,” she remembers. “I’d 
have to go to my neighbors and see if they could help 
me out. It was very, very hard.”

But the worst part was the impact on her daughter 
Johanna, 14, who has spent time in and out of foster 
care. “I wanted stability for both of us,” says Jennifer. “I 
needed a new lease on life and I wanted to learn the 
right way to live so I could provide for my daughter.” 

Which is why Jennifer came to our Hope Center for 
Women and Children last January. 

“I was scared. It was a new place. But the longer I stayed 

here, the more comfortable I got. I realized that these 
people actually care about us.”

Through life skills classes, job readiness training and 
counseling, Jennifer is learning the skills she needs 
to rebuild her life and provide for her daughter. She  
recently celebrated one year of sobriety and she’s 
looking forward to spending Christmas at Hope Center 
with Johanna. 

She and Johanna are growing closer, too, although 
Jennifer admits there are still hard days. But what gets 
her through those days is leaning on God’s love and 
grace. 

“The best thing about being at Hope Center is the God-
centered teaching. And the grace. Before I came to Hope 
Ministries, I was lost. But now . . . I am definitely found.”

THANK YOU FOR SHARING THE GIFT OF GOD’S LOVE
with Jennifer, Johanna and so many others this Christmas through your gifts, prayers and volunteering!

“I needed to learn new coping 
skills, a new way to live sober—
so I can be the mom Johanna 
needs me to be.”   
                                            JENNIFER

CHRISTMAS JOY
for Jennifer 
and Johanna
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On Thanksgiving and Christmas, we’ll serve and deliver thousands of 
meals! In fact, on Thanksgiving, we’ll deliver more than ever before thanks 
to three church partners. Lutheran Church of Hope (Ankeny), Heartland 
Presbyterian Church (Clive) and Living Faith Lutheran Church (Clive) are 
making it possible for us to deliver farther north and west of Des Moines!

To do this, we’re asking for donations of food to help us provide more meals 
than ever this holiday season. Here’s what we need: 

• Ready-to-serve dinner rolls
• Cookies (pack two per baggie)
• Ground beef, pork loin, bacon, ham
• Milk, cheese, eggs, butter
• #10 cans of green beans or mixed veggies
• Condiments and salad dressing

Please deliver your donated foods to our Bethel Mission (1310 6th Avenue in 
Des Moines) on Wednesday, November 27, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

WE COULD USE YOUR HELP
this holiday season

To be the best possible stewards of your gifts, we send year-end statements only to those who request them by calling 
(515) 265-7272 or emailing info@hopeiowa.org. If you’ve requested a statement in the past, you will automatically receive 
one in January. If you would like your statement via email, please send your request to info@hopeiowa.org.

Even though I’ve celebrated a few Christmases in my lifetime, every year 
the holidays seem to sneak up on me. How did 2019 race by so quickly?! 
As we prepare to turn the calendar to 2020, I’m once again humbled 
and amazed at God’s provision for Hope Ministries through wonderful 
partners like you.

Thanks to friends like you, more hungry people in Central Iowa were fed 
this year than ever before! By the end of the year, you will have helped 
us serve more than 190,000 free meals. You’ve also made it possible for 
us to operate our men’s shelter, our women and children’s center, and 
our men’s life recovery center at or near capacity throughout the year. 
That means more men, women and children who’ve received essential 
services plus critical life skills—all delivered with love and accountability.

We’re trusting God for 20/20 vision in 2020, as we seek to follow His will 
in providing help and hope to even more people in need through the 
renovation of our men’s shelter and additional growth strategies. Please 
contact me anytime to discuss ways to give that best fit your personal 
goals. 

Thank you for equipping Hope Ministries through your financial gifts.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFULNESS

How to receive a year- end statement

By Kathy Coady, Director of Development & Community Relations

One of my great joys is visiting with wonderful 
partners like Kerry and Sandy Petersen, founders 
of Northern Lights Pizza.


