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In her darkest seasons, Vikki has endured
things she doesn’t even want to think
about now—homelessness, staying in dope
houses, separation from her children. But
today, she’s celebrating her sobriety and
enjoying a summer filled with hope!
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GET CONNECTED

Dear Friend,

Just like the sunny days of summer illuminate our surroundings with brightness and color, here
at Hope Ministries, I find myself looking around and seeing so many vivid examples of hope
and transformation . . . examples of your amazing partnership in action!
The renovation at our Bethel Mission men’s shelter is complete, allowing us to serve more men,
more efficiently. We’ve reopened our Hope Café community dining hall and I’m overjoyed to
see individuals and families joining us for free meals every day.

President/CEO Leon Negen
and our whole Hope Ministries
family is grateful for your
support! Thanks to you, this is a
Summer of Hope.

So many good things are happening . . . and I’m grateful because the need in Central Iowa is
great. That’s why we remain dedicated—with your help—to meeting each struggling person
we serve right where they’re at, knowing that as individual lives change, so does the very fabric
of our community. And it’s also why we’re continuing to move forward with plans to expand
our services for women and children at our property at 3800 E. Douglas in Des Moines.
As we prayerfully lay the groundwork for our future vision, we continue to rejoice with those
in our programs right now who are dedicated to rebuilding their lives—like Vikki, whose story
appears on page 3. This issue of Stories of Hope also includes ways to give hope and change
lives—such as our Matching Challenge. Thank you for making this a summer of hope!
Your partner in ministry,

Leon Negen
President/CEO

Our Ministry Centers
Bethel Mission
Door of Faith
Hope Center for
Women and Children
Hope Café
Hope Ministries Thrift
P.O. Box 862
Des Moines, IA 50304-0862

info@hopeiowa.org
hopeiowa.org
Donate online.

ACCREDITED

Like us on Facebook.

HopeIowa channel
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CONSTRUCTION

corner

It’s done! We began renovating our Bethel
Mission men’s shelter in late 2019 and as of late
May, the project is now complete . . . and we’re
still rejoicing. The enlarged dorm, new showers
and restrooms and expanded classroom space
are a huge blessing to our residents, and updates to
the chapel, our Hope Café, the dayroom and intake
area improved not only the functionality of those
spaces, but also the welcoming environment.
We celebrated with a ribbon-cutting and prayer
of dedication in mid-June. We are grateful to the
ministry partners who made the renovation at our
men’s shelter possible . . . helping us prepare for
decades of service to come! We’re also thankful to
Venter Spooner and ASK Studio for their work on this
major project.

We’ve got a virtual tour of our newly renovated Bethel Mission shelter available at
hopeiowa.org and our “HopeIowa” YouTube channel. If you’re interested in an in-person tour,
just give us a call at (515) 265-7272.

A Summer
of Hope
V

ikki is no stranger to fear. She’s experienced seasons
of homelessness that saw her sleeping in other
people’s homes, on the streets, in her car, even
dope houses. Pain and abuse in her childhood led to
experimenting with drugs in her young adult years. She’s
struggled with an addiction to cocaine ever since.
“I think my lowest point was homelessness and
separation from my children. I just felt hopeless and
helpless and all the ‘-lesses’ that come with addiction,”
she remembers.
Vikki has tried a variety of recovery programs in the
past fifteen years and has even experienced significant
stretches of sobriety, but her addiction continued to pull
her back. Finally, desperate to break the cycle once and
for all, she searched the Internet for faith-based programs
. . . and that’s when she found Hope Ministries.
Vikki is from Ohio and had never been to Iowa before,
so the thought of coming all this way was daunting at
first. But when she called Hope Center to learn more
about our life recovery program, she discovered one of
our staff members had grown up only five miles from
her in Toledo. “She told me to come, so I did. As soon as
I walked through the doors, I could tell this was where I
was supposed to be. It was like a weight was lifted off my
shoulders.”
That was January 2020. Now, a year and a half later, Vikki
is more convinced than ever that her decision to come
to Hope Ministries was the life-changing step she’d been
looking for.
“If I had found this place the first time I was looking for
treatment, I probably wouldn’t have needed another

“The best part of being at Hope Center
is the love you feel. They just give you
back all of the hope you lost—hope for a
better future.”
VIKKI
treatment,” she says. “It’s everything I needed.
Hope Ministries has helped me spiritually, mentally,
emotionally—and in my drug addiction. I don’t even look
at it as treatment. Right now, it’s home.”
In addition to receiving nutritious meals, safe shelter and
counseling, she’s also worked hard to address the core
issues underlying her addiction. She’s enjoyed her work
skills training at our thrift stores and is in touch with her
family back in Ohio daily. She calls her two adult sons, her
grandchildren and her father her “biggest cheerleaders.”
“I’m the daughter of a minister and I lived for so long on
borrowed faith. Being here, I’ve rededicated my life to
Christ and my faith has increased tenfold,” she says.
This spring, Vikki completed CORE, which is the first
stage of our life recovery program. As she continues on
in her recovery at Hope Center, she’s also beginning an
accelerated RN program.
“I don’t know where I’d be if not here. It’s actually scary
to think about. I feel like God saved me,” she says today.
“Before I came to Hope Ministries, my life was total
destructive living. But now I’ve learned a better way to
live. I have hope for the future. I look forward to it!”

Thank you for your financial gifts and compassionate support that make this a
Summer of Hope for Vikki and so many others!
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DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT DURING
OUR MATCHING CHALLENGE
Right now, thanks to contributions from a group of generous partners, gifts given
until August 15 have double the impact! These wonderful partners are donating
a total of $80,000. . . and if your donations match their challenge, we’ll have raised
$160,000 to provide:
•

Hot meals for those who are hungry

•

Safe shelter for men, women and children with nowhere else to go

•

Compassionate substance abuse counseling, job readiness training, life skills
classes and so much more!

Your donation will be a blessing to so many! Please don’t wait—double your
impact with a gift today! Give at hopeiowa.org/match or by using the
enclosed reply card.

Holding on through the Storm
As you reflect over the past year, you can probably name
many storms that blew into your life. When times of
crisis and uncertainty hit, it’s important to know we have
something strong to hold onto. Psalm 46 says “God is our
refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” He can
be trusted to protect and provide. We can also take steps to
ensure we’re financially secure for years to come.

Shining God’s Light

through Generosity
There’s a simple but profound verse in Luke 3 that has inspired
Jeff and Susan Stroud for years:
John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the
one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.”
-Luke 3:11
They’ve taken this verse to heart, looking for opportunities to
be generous and help those in need. We’re so grateful for Jeff
and Susan’s financial partnership and compassionate spirits.
Their giving is changing hundreds of lives here in Central
Iowa, including Petra and her children who currently reside at
our Hope Center. Jeff and Susan were particularly inspired by
Petra’s story, which we shared in our last Christmas newsletter,
as Susan’s grandmother’s name was also Petra.
“We love Hope Ministries’ programs and we’re so amazed by all
of it,” says Susan. “Giving is joy-filled experience and we would
absolutely encourage others to support Hope Ministries. It’s a
meaningful way to live out Luke 3:11 and give hope to those
who need it.”
Thank you, Jeff and Susan!

A Charitable Gift Annuity is a planned gift agreement that
gives you secure, dependable lifetime payments and allows
Hope Ministries to further our work. Here’s how it works:
1. You transfer cash, securities or other property to Hope
Ministries.
2. You receive an income tax deduction and may save
capital gains tax. We pay a fixed amount each year to
you or anyone you name for life. Typically, a portion of
these payments is tax-free.
3. When the gift annuity ends, the remaining principal
goes to our work.
To learn more about charitable gift annuities, contact Fred
Hollister at (515) 265-7272 ext. 1003 or fhollister@hopeiowa.org.

AmazonSmile makes giving easy! Simply start your shopping
at smile.amazon.com/ch/42-1512992 to confirm Hope
Ministries as your charity of choice, and AmazonSmile will
donate a portion of your eligible purchase price. There’s no
extra cost to you! And while you’re there, feel free to check
our Charity Wish List. Happy shopping!
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