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“I’ve been
transformed.”
Kole had been trying to outrun God for
twenty years, trapped in addiction, every
bridge burned. Until the day God got ahold
of his heart. He packed his bag and fled a
drug house . . . and everything changed.
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GET CONNECTED

Dear Friend,

I don’t know about you, but I can hardly believe 2022 is half over already! I hope your summer
has had plenty of opportunity for rest and relaxation, family togetherness and maybe even
some vacation time. Here at Hope Ministries, though, we’re not taking a vacation!
This summer is packed with examples—so many of them!—of God’s goodness and guidance
and your compassion in action. From exciting progress on our future campus for women and
children to individuals and families discovering hope every day inside our ministry centers.

President/CEO Leon Negen
and our whole Hope Ministries
family is grateful for your
support! Thanks to you, this is a
summer filled with activity . . .
and hope.

For some, hope looks like relief from the heat when they join us for meals at Hope Café or
stay in one of our residential centers. For others, it’s daily classes, counseling and healing
from abuse or addiction through our free life recovery programs. And for so many, it’s being
introduced to God’s love and grace, often for the first time in their lives.
One example of a life transformed inside and out, thanks to God’s love and your kindness, is
Kole. Check out his story on page 3. I hope you’re uplifted by his testimony and inspired to
get involved through the different opportunities included in this issue of Stories of Hope—
including our Summer Matching Challenge.
As we enter the second half of 2022, please know how grateful I am for your partnership.
Thank you for making this a Summer of Hope!
Your partner in ministry,

Leon Negen
President/CEO
Our Ministry Centers
Bethel Mission
Door of Faith
Hope Center for
Women and Children
Hope Café
Hope Ministries Thrift
P.O. Box 862
Des Moines, IA 50304-0862

info@hopeiowa.org
hopeiowa.org
Donate online.
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ONE COOL

Thing

After years of prayer, planning and fundraising,
we are thrilled to let you know that we expect
to begin construction on our expanded campus for women and children soon. We’ll host
a groundbreaking at the site of our future campus—3800 E. Douglas in Des Moines—this
September (watch our website and Facebook page for more info in coming weeks). When
complete, our new campus will allow us to serve three times as many women and children as
we can currently—100 total, with 50 short-term beds and 50 long-term life recovery beds.
We’ll provide regular updates throughout construction, but for now, we just want to say a
huge thank you to everyone who has stepped up to support our vision for creating a safe
haven for more single women and moms with kids in Central Iowa. This project would not be
possible without your generous financial donations and faithful prayers.

One big need at our current campus for women and children is volunteers to help
with “Kids Nite” on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. To learn more and sign up
to attend our Hope 101 volunteer orientation, visit hopeiowa.org.

Swept up in a

wave of hope
S

eptember 13, 2020—it’s a day burned into Kole’s
memory.

“I was slumped on a chair in a trap house and I just
knew it was now or never,” he remembers. “I had no
strength left, but God broke through my haze.”
Kole had been drinking and using drugs for about two
decades, something that started when he was a young
man in the Army and worsened through the years. “I’d
burned every bridge. I was broken.”
But the decision he made that September day—to pack
his bag and flee the drug house—changed the course
of his life. He came to Hope Ministries where a long-time
friend, then a student in our life recovery program, was
assisting at the front desk. That friend helped Kole through
some of his hardest moments in his first days at Hope
Ministries, when detox and withdrawal wracked his body.
“I remember kneeling in the shower because the hot water
was the only thing that helped the aches and nausea,” he
says. And yet, even through the pain and sickness, he felt
God’s love. “The love was just everywhere. I heard Jesus
say, ‘I have a use for this. Stay with the pain. I promise I’ll
use this.’”
Kole devoted himself to pursuing his faith and overcoming
his addiction. While in our program, he built healthy
friendships, found a great church where he was baptized
and even experienced restored relationships with his mom
and sister.
“I absorbed this program like a sponge. I’d never realized
that the Bible has an answer for every problem we face,”
he says. “The longer I was at Hope Ministries, the more
I knew I could keep moving forward with God’s help.”

“I’m no longer desperate and searching.
My purpose is in God. I’ve never felt more
excited or on fire.”
KOLE
Kole says he encountered acts of kindness everywhere
at Hope Ministries, even in the laundry room, where he
was given a laundry pod packet assembled by volunteers.
“When I was living on the streets, I was lucky if I washed
my clothes three times a year. Now I’m able to wash my
clothes and I’m even given a dryer sheet? And with it,
there’s a note that says, ‘You are loved. You are prayed for.’”
Kole graduated from our program in late 2021. Today
he has full-time employment, his own apartment, and
he’s still a familiar face around Hope Ministries. After
completing our volunteer training, he’s now a mentor for
two men. And when he’s not working or volunteering, he
finds time for his hobbies—writing, painting, drawing and
playing piano.
Kole’s deep desire is to help others discover the same
profound transformation he experienced. He hopes to
pursue higher education to become a pastor. “I want to
spread the message that it’s not only possible to turn away
from the old, but to also be elevated to something new.”
He has special words for donors who’ve made his new
life possible: “Praise the Lord for what you’ve given—and
how deeply your investment travels. Anyone who gives is
saving lives and is part of a wave of hope. Anybody who
has given is a part of my story. You’re part of a life that’s
been saved and transformed. Thank you.”

Thank you for being part of a wave of hope through your giving and compassion!
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DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT DURING
OUR MATCHING CHALLENGE
Right now, thanks to contributions from two generous donors, gifts given until
August 15 have double the impact! These wonderful partners are donating a
total of $40,000 . . . and if your donations match their challenge, we’ll have raised
$80,000 to provide:
•

Hot meals for those who are hungry

•

Safe shelter for men, women and children with nowhere else to go

•

Compassionate substance abuse counseling, job readiness training, life skills
classes and so much more!

Your donation will be a blessing to so many! Please don’t wait—double your
impact with a gift today!

Give at hopeiowa.org/match

The treasure you
should never bury
While the thought of a treasure hunt may be exciting, there’s
one form of sleuthing no family should ever have to do—sifting
through a loved one’s estate without a will. Here’s how you can
avoid it:
1. Create or update your will. Many people put off creating
their estate plan because they think the process will be
complicated, but it’s usually quite simple.
2. Consolidate information. Leaving a legacy is about more
than financial inheritance. It’s pulling together important
documents, passwords, and even handwritten letters into
one place.
3. Communicate your plans. It’s important to share your
plans and intentions with family. You can clue them in to
your investments, any gifts you’ve included to a charity like
Hope Ministries and the personal values that have driven
your decisions.
To learn more about planning your legacy, visit christianwill.org/hopeministries
or contact Fred Hollister at (515) 265-7272 or fhollister@hopeiowa.org.

AmazonSmile makes giving easy! Simply start your shopping at
smile.amazon.com/ch/42-1512992 to confirm Hope Ministries
as your charity of choice, and AmazonSmile will donate a
portion of your eligible purchase price. There’s no extra cost to
you! And while you’re there, feel free to check our Charity Wish
List. Happy shopping!

Uplifting stories of
lives changed
Have you stopped by our “HopeIowa” YouTube
channel lately? We’ve got all kinds of videos sure to
inspire and uplift you . . . from our One Minute with
Hope short testimonies to our new Why I Hope series.
We hope you’ll watch some of our longer videos, too,
where men and women share their hearts in a deep,
poignant way.
YouTube isn’t the only place where you can connect
with us online. We’re also active on Facebook and
LinkedIn, and our website is updated regularly.
Wherever you choose to engage, we hope you’re
reminded that your partnership is giving hope and
changing lives every day here in Central Iowa. We’re so
grateful for you!
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