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Together for
Christmas
Two and a half years ago, Brooke was in one
of the darkest seasons of her life. She faced
domestic violence and homelessness, but it was
being separated from her children that nearly
broke her spirit. Then, the miracles started
happening . . .
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Dear Friend,

If you asked me to describe a miracle, well, as a father and grandfather, my thoughts would go
toward my children and grandchildren. Each birth, each new life in our family is an incredible
miracle . . . and an incredible gift.
I witness similar “new life” regularly here at Hope Ministries. It’s a great blessing to see the
individuals and families we’re serving every day—with your help—discover God’s everlasting
love and the many gifts He has for them, including the greatest gift of all: His Son Jesus.

President/CEO Leon Negen
and our Hope Ministries family
are celebrating the gift of
God’s love and changed lives
this Christmas.

And what a miracle it is when men, women and children embrace the new life Christ offers,
like Brooke, whose story is on page 3. Brooke, her children, and hundreds of others have
experienced hope and healing, refuge and recovery inside our doors. And Christmas this year
has new meaning for so many! With every financial gift, every prayer, every donation of food
or holiday supplies—you’re making this Christmas season one they’ll never forget.
Thank you for giving hope this Christmas to people who long to know they’re loved and
valued. May you and your loved ones have a blessed holiday season.
Your partner in ministry,

Leon Negen
President/CEO

Our Ministry Centers
Bethel Mission
Door of Faith
Hope Center for
Women and Children
Hope Café
Hope Ministries Thrift
P.O. Box 862
Des Moines, IA 50304-0862

info@hopeiowa.org
hopeiowa.org
Donate online.
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CONSTRUCTION

corner

On September 15, we officially broke ground
at 3800 E. Douglas Ave. in Des Moines—our
Hope Ministries Steve Lankford Campus!
At this campus, we’re building our new
100-bed center for homeless women and
children. The campus is named after Steven
R. Lankford, who passed away in 2016. Mr.
Lankford was a long-time friend of Nix and
Virginia Lauridsen (pictured top right with
President/CEO Leon Negen), lead donors in
our capital campaign. They’ve generously
donated $2.5 million toward this project!
You can check out photos from our groundbreaking event as well as learn more about the
construction timeline and plans for our new center at hopeiowa.org/futurecampus.

As we continue to serve women and kids at our current Hope Center, we’re short
on a few supply needs, including toilet paper, women’s deodorant, toothpaste,
and shampoo and conditioner. If your church or workplace would like to host a
donation drive for any or all of these items, please contact us at
info@hopeiowa.org or (515) 265-7272. Thank you!

A Christmas Miracle
A Family Restored

T

his is a story of three Christmases . . . and the gift of a
family restored.

Prior to Christmas of 2020, Brooke went through
a season of turmoil. Earlier that year, she faced a severe
domestic violence incident, and because two of her three
children were in the car when the incident happened, all
three were eventually removed from her care.
“Being a mom was everything to me. It just broke my heart.
I used alcohol to cope.” By August, Brooke was homeless,
going from hotel to hotel. “The worst part was not having
anywhere to turn. Because of my choices, I’d cut myself off.”
Finally, desperate to do whatever it took to regain custody
of her children, in September she turned to Hope Ministries
to help turn her life around.
Brooke’s early days at our Hope Center for Women and
Children included working on her sobriety and learning
to live in community. One of her hardest moments was
not being able to talk to her son on his birthday due to
DHS restrictions. “But [the staff at Hope Center] helped me
through it. It was probably one of the biggest moments
where I gave up control and asked God for peace.”
Brooke was dedicated to doing whatever it took to regain
custody of her children. Our staff helped her prepare for
upcoming court hearings, documenting her efforts in
sobriety, therapy, parenting, life skills classes and more.
They even helped her pick out the right attire for court and
attended with her.

and growth. They found a great church where they felt
welcomed and even discovered a new hobby.
“We do taekwondo. We really love it! It teaches you selfcontrol, and you learn something new all the time. It’s
something we try to do together because it’s good for all of
us.”
On December 10, 2021—Brooke’s birthday—her last open
court case was officially closed. “I was ecstatic! Everything
I’d worked so hard for was signed, sealed and delivered on
my birthday. It was probably the best gift I could ever have.”
Christmas that year was extra special for Brooke’s family.
And Christmas this year? It’s looking different for a
wonderful reason: Brooke graduated from our life recovery
program this spring and she and her kids now live
independently. Brooke has a great job on the ICU floor at a
local hospital and is beginning nursing school. Pursuing her
career, she says, is a step she’s been able to take thanks to
her blossoming faith.
“I’m trusting God now. I always wanted to be in control, but
I’m learning I don’t have to be. I just need to trust Him.”

Your financial giving and compassionate support are
making miracles possible every day for people like Brooke
and her kids—thank you!

By Thanksgiving of 2020, Brooke was awarded custody
of her sons. And by early December, she’d also regained
custody of her daughter. Which meant that at Christmas,
they were all together at Hope Center! But that’s not the
end of her restoration story . . .
Brooke continued her life recovery throughout 2021. Her
kids settled into their bedrooms at Hope Center, and her
reunited family entered a refreshing season of healing
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How you can help
this holiday season
On Thanksgiving and Christmas, we’ll serve and deliver thousands of meals! To make
this possible, we’re asking for donations of food. Here’s what we need:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Ready-to-serve dinner rolls
Cookies (pack two per baggie)
Ground beef, pork loin, bacon, ham
Milk, cheese, eggs, butter
#10 cans of green beans or mixed veggies
Condiments and salad dressing

We’ll have two holiday food donation days: Wednesday, November 23 (the day before
Thanksgiving) 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Saturday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
both at 1310 6th Ave. in Des Moines. We’d love to see you! Learn more about this and other holiday
opportunities at hopeiowa.org!

You showed up, God showed off!
By Kathy Coady, Director of Development
& Community Relations
As we prepare to close out 2022, I am so
grateful to be your partner in this ministry
that brings hope, help and healing to our
hurting neighbors.
If I could chat with you over a cup of
coffee—and trust me, I’d love to!—I’d
tell you how much your generosity
encourages, challenges and uplifts me. At times the news headlines
can bring me down, but seeing the amazing life transformations
happening at Hope Ministries because of YOU quickly refocuses my
spirit. Thank you!
Not only did your giving keep Hope Ministries in a strong financial
position for our daily operations, but you’ve also equipped us for
future growth. Thanks to two incredible donors, last spring we were
able to offer a $1 million matching challenge toward funding our
new center for women and children. Honestly, I was a little nervous
issuing a match goal that large—what if we fell short? But God and
His people delivered and met the full match! Amazing.
With construction and renovations in process at 3800 E. Douglas and
our ongoing ministry of free meals, safe shelter and life-changing
recovery programs for men, women and children in Central Iowa…
Hope Ministries has much to celebrate, and much to do.
Your financial gifts, in-kind donations, volunteer efforts and prayers
fuel this ministry. Join us in serving homeless, hungry and hurting
people this holiday season and all year round. You’re welcome
to contact me anytime at (515) 265-7272 to discuss your personal
philanthropic goals.

We’ve got job openings!
Are you looking for a career move that comes with
the opportunity to put your faith into action? Hope
Ministries currently has a variety of job openings,
both full-time and part-time. We offer competitive
compensation and a generous employee benefits
package.
Check out our current openings and application
instructions at hopeiowa.org/employment.
Not looking for employment but want to get
involved? Consider volunteering! We’ll host our first
Hope 101 volunteer orientation of 2023 on Saturday,
January 28. Learn more at hopeiowa.org.

How to receive a
year-end statement
To be the best possible stewards of your gifts, we send
year-end statements only to those who request them
by calling (515) 265-7272 or emailing info@hopeiowa.
org. If you’ve previously requested a statement, you
will automatically receive one in January.
HMI0187NL

